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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . The preliminary amendment submitted 5/26/06 has been entered in full. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claim 1-8,10-11, and 13-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Baret al USPN 5,506,946 (hereinafter "Bar", cited in the IDS). 

Regarding claim 1 , Bar discloses a method for image processing of a digital 
image (703 of figure 7) comprising pixels having characteristics (color, saturation, 
brightness as seen in figure 7), comprising applying an image processing filter as a 
function of the characterstics of each pixel to be processed (the color modification unit 
described is a filter since it uses a color mask, col. 5 lines 39-55), a first set of target 
image characteristics (the user can select a target color either from the image itself or 
from a set of reference colors, col. 14 lines 45-59), a first received adjustment 
parameter associated with the first set of target image characteristics (Bar discloses 
computing a transformation from the source color to the target color, col. 10 lines 56- 
58), a second set of target image characteristics, and a second received adjustment 
parameter associated with the second set of target image characteristics (Bar 
discloses that the saturation may be adjusted and discloses an adjustment slider to 
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modify to a range of different target saturations, col. 14 lines 31-36 and numeral 727 
seen in figure 7). 

Regarding claim 2, the target characteristics of Bar are received by positioning 
the cursor over the desired target on the user screen seen in figure 7. 

Regarding claim 3, the filter is a color change filter (col. 5 lines 39-55). 

Regarding claim 4, Bar also discloses that the lightness of the pixels can be 
adjusted in the same way that the saturation is (as seen in figure 7). 

Regarding claim 5, lightness is analogous to the opacity parameter. 

Regarding claim 6, figure 7 is a graphic user interface that receives the target 
sets of image characteristics. 

Regarding claim 7, the adjustment parameters of Bar comprises sliders (726, 
and 730). 

Regarding claim 8, the characteristics comprise color (see figure 7). 

Regarding claim 10, the graphic user interface comprises indicia representing 
target image characteristics (window 705 contains reference colors that can be 
selected as the target color). 

Regarding claim 11, Bar discloses tools to determine the pixel characteristics of 
an image pixel (numeral 710 and 711 of figure 7). 

Claims 13-16 have limitations that have already been addressed above, 
therefore the same arguments used above apply to claims 13-16. 

Claims 17-18 discloses the limitations already addressed above with the 
additional limitations of a processor, a memory, and a computer readable medium in 
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communication with the processor. As seen in figure 1 Bar discloses the additional 
limitations. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 12 and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bar USPN 5,506,946. 

Claim 12 is dependent on claim 1 or 2 and further comprises providing camera 
specific default settings. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to provide camera specific default instructions since the 
images that will be modified would come from a camera, thus setting the default would 
allow for faster processing, thus the Examiner declares official notice. 

Claims 19-21 have the same limitations of claim 12 thus, the same arguments 
are valid for obviousness. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHN B. STREGE whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7457. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday between the 
hours of 8-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Bella can be reached on (571) 272-7778. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John Strege/ 
Partial Sig. Examiner 
10/04/08 



